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FLATSPOTTERS

‘What a delight your
Contemporary Apartment Types
issue (A] 28.02.08) was for all
those housing architects out there
with trainspotting tendencies.

It does, however, highlight a
worrying trend. All the recent
English schemes using a row
o terrace type suffer from the
dreadful single-aspect rash that
condemns future residents to a
solitary view, often with little sun
and certainly no cross ventilation.

A further symptom is the
internal corridor. This is perhaps
OK for the transitory world of
hotels but doesn't seem to be a
place that encourages ‘homecom-
ing'in Aldo Van Eyck's terms —
more like the ‘buy to leave’
highlighted by Anna Minton
in her essay, “The Flat Trap’.

‘While deck-access schemes
work in providing cross ventila-
tien, they are compromised in
terms of aspect and privacy unless
they are transformed into a virtue
by the likes of Sergison Bates in
its Wandsworth flats (picrured
below). However, this typology

keeps replicating the horizontal
circulation and associated social
, in my view, should be
happening on the street.

The revelation is in the two
schemes you published from
abroad, Tengbom in Stockholm
(‘The Flat Trap’) and
Metropolitan Workshop in
Dublin, which have a simple
truth — they both embrace
double-aspect flats served by
stairs that have windows in them.
This rgveals natural light as soon
as you walk out of your front
door, while, reciprocally, the users
become overseers and ‘residents’
to the street that they can
immediately see below.

In the meantime, you may even
make lifelong friends on your
staircase, as is often said to be a
virtue of the collegiate staircase/
courtyard type in Oxford or
Cambridge. While there is always
the discussion about lifts with
this typology, service charges etc.,
the counter-argument could be to
just do four storeys and no lifts,

This might not only help the
obesity crisis but could make
better streets with 2 little more
dignity: It is not only our
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European cousins who have found
that this more holistic pattern
works, it is also our cities north of
the border and the best parts of
London — from dRMM's Wansey
Street scheme in South London
to our own Fairmule House in
East London (A] 06.10.05).

Ken Taylor, directar,
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